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Monday, 5th June, 1809- 


AT a meeting of the Ancient and Honourable Artillery Cae 
dany, that Captain Melzar Holmes, Lt. Benje- 


be a committee to wait o” 
atriotick 


i Voted unanimously, 
mun Coates, and Ensign Dexter Dana, 
Reverend Mr. Foster, thank him for the eloquent and ft a 
Uscouree this day delivered before the Company, and reqgues 


“hy for the press, Attest, T, CLARK; Clerk. 
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A SERMON. 


PROVERBS sxtv. 6. 
BY WISE COUNSEL THOU SHALT MAKE THY WAR. 


Soromon was a great and good man. Apart 
from the well attested fact, that his pen was guided by 
the unerring Spirit of truth, his extensive information, 
united to his ardent ‘piety and exemplary virtue, give a 
high authority to his opinions, ntimately acquainted 
with the windings of the human heart, and the course 
of human affairs, all his knowledge was applied to the 
purposes of utility. zy. was no visionary theorist, 
Though pre-eminently versed jn the learning of his 
time, and capable, beyond a doubt, as most philoso. 
phers of this enlightened age, of exploring the secrets 
(opi easiauine and art, practical wisdom was the object of 

his chief attention, In this he excelled. The maxims 
of prudence written with his hand, and transmitted to 
us, in the sacred volume, are admirably adapted to the 
yarious Conditions and relations of our existence. The 
solitary individual, the active citizen, the zealous states- 
man, and the intrepid warriour may here find instruction, 


A 


pertinent to their respective circumstances, and worthy, 
at once, to engross their study, and to govern their con- 
duct, 

On occasions, like the present, he speaks in that ap- 
Propriate language, ‘By wise counsel thou shalt make 
thy war” : language which intimates, in the first place, 
that cases may occur to render war both justifiable and 
Necessary ; and, in the second, teaches the manner " 
Which war is then to be commenced and prosecutet: 
These points we will briefly consider in the follows 


discourse, 


ender war 
1. Inthe first place, cases may occur to rende 


both justifiable and necessary- vn its 
‘ hy, else, is it mentioned in scripture but ie fe 
kee disapprobation?. Why were the Jew® i aia 
anne even eee ®. ie pGod 
was ab er emies? And when the king: 
dis * tO appear, under a more pacific iG 
« i So and the soldiers asked its pre 
amas Shall we do 2” why did he not require ying 
«their profession entirely, instead © 
€ said ch presupposed. their profession ie 
aac sts heat them, Do violence,”’ or rather be © ie 
* tent With » Neither accuse any falsely ; and 
~ th your Wages,”?* 


“e G od. 
tte the hath made of one blood all nations t© 


face of the earth, and hi jne 
times before appointed, and ‘Wec bony ce aeage abit 
tion.» BOW ‘pointed, and the bounds of their ened 


hee © each section of the globe he has ass} 


jawful a 


rections wh} 
te Y- Ns whi e 
. trag® 


dwell 
the 


° Luk tee Ys 
AUKe iii. 14, _t Acts xvii, 26, 
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» and other advantages, and has made s0:106 
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duty, as well as the right of its inhabitants to enjoy, im- 
prove, and defend them. Whilst suffered to dwell in 
safety, they have no warrant to invade or molest their 
neighbours.  “‘ Contests for power” are equally repug. 
nant to the dictates of reason and the injunctions of rey. 
elation. We are not, however, to impute, nor to admit 
the imputation of this crime, indiscriminately. When 
we behold a nation struggling for her very existence, 
and jeoparding her best blood in the field of battle, for 
no other purpose, than to repel the aggressions of an 
aspiring, insatiable, despotick tyrant, humanity and re_ 
ligion demand, that we decidedly condemn the one, and 
devoutly “bid God speed’? to the other. 

Such spectacles, alas! are not unfrequently exhibited 
on the theatre of the world. So malignant are the pas. 
sions, and so boundless the ambition, which infest our 
apostate race, that no region of the earth can assure it- 
self of undisturbed repose. Eager in pursuit of ag. 
grandizement and wealth, commercial kingdoms and 
states, more especially, are liable to repeated collisions ; 
and in-perpetual danger of committing or Téceiving in- 
juries, which lead to open hostility. The extent, to 
which the art of navigation is now carried, and the ayid. 
ity, with which every chance of acquiring property, 
influence, and territory is seized, expose the remotest 
climes to depredation, « Wheresoever the carcase jis, 

there will the eagles be gathered together.””* In what. 
ever country the Prospect of gain or renown is discoy_ 
ered, to that country will the cupidity of unprincipleq 
adventurers and heroes be directed ; and the first fay_ 


* Matt. xxiv. 98 
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®urable opportunity to attempt its subjugation, either by 
intrigue’ or by force, will be embraced. 

“¢ Other animals,” says Pliny, “ live in peace with 
“those of the same description. They gather them- 
selves in troops, and unite against a common ene ye 
“The ferocious lion fights not against his species : 
“ The poisonous serpent is harmless to his kind : The 
“monsters of the sea prey but upon those fishes wnt 
© differ from them in nature: Man alone is foe to man- 

Tt hence becomes the duty of every community e 
Provide means of protection, and to appear in the aa 
tude of readiness, should they be driven to es. a 
alternative, « to ficht for their brethren, their oe ar 
their daughters, thee wives and thers house* she “ 
shrink from the bat; an such an Se ie a 
dereliction f cous a ve te both of piety and patriot. 

Pe Mh bs €very princip a ingratitude to Coe; and. 
ould betray Ea God we are indebteg 


ogssess, and for all the 


00d land? we P ch distin. 


> Teligious, civil, and literary, ei 


don it, without an effort for its preservation ? Coulg 
we innocently deprive unborn millions of their bireh_ 
right, and subject them to hereditary yassalage ang 
misery ? : ; 

Never may these United States incur the exectati, 


and ruin, denounced on ancient Meroz, “because the,, 


* Ds Ixxyiil. 4 
t Nehem. iy. 14. Ps. laxyur 
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came not to the help of the Lord, to the help of the 
Lord against the mighty.”* Never may they be lulled 
into a fatal security, by the Machiavelian policy of for. 
eign courts, nor seduced into tame submission to a do- 
mestick soldiery, by the revival of that long exploded 
doctrine of non-resistance and passive obedience. May 
they resolutely withstand encroachments of every kind ; 
and from every source, and, under the benign influence 
of equal laws and pure religion, continue a free, inde- 
pendent, and happy people, ‘as long as the sun ang 
moon endure, throughout all generations.” + 

II. Toithis end, it is unspeakably important, thai 
the measures resorted to for self defence, be well ad. 
vised. Let us, therefore, turn our thoughts, as pro- 
posed, secondly, to the instruction before us, relative to 
the manner in which these measures are to be commen- 
ced and prosecuted. 


“By wise counsel thou shalt 
make thy war.” 


When war is contemplated, the first questions which 
present themselves for solution respect its equity : 
Whether the motive which prompts it be guiltless ; 
consistent with the Obligations, under which we are 
Jaid to God and our fellow beings ? Whether every 
previous step, tending to prevent a rupture, have been 
taken, and “the last drop in the cup of reconciliation 
exhausted 2? Whether nothing more remain but abject 

rostration, Or energetick repulsion 2? And, of course, 
whether 49 appeal to arms be unavoidable ? 

To solve these questions judiciously, the collected 
wisdom Of @ nation is always requisite. 

# Judges ¥. 23. 


Tt is not. 


+ Ps. Ixxii. 5. 
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enough that a select portion of the constituted authori> 
ties convene, in midnight conclave, to arrange schemes, 
leading to war ; and then propose them to their com- 
peers, not to prove their expediency, but to vote their 
adoption : All parties ought to be consulted with can- 
dour ; all parties ought to be heard with patience. 
Light, as well as fire, may be elicited by the fears of 
different opinions. This is, possibly, the precise idea, 
which the wise king and preacher of Israel intended to 
Convey, in the words immediately subsequent to our 
Seg meaning a diversified, rather than a gt 2. 
ey When he said, “ In the multitude of CO ee 
fre is safety.”? In the progress of such pans 
cussion, it may appear that the moment Seni? waa 
&e Rot yet arrived: that the alarm wa ate power, 
ae Mhinds prejudiced against on€ ate nis Pi 
Me to the will of another i” vay be pre- 
Veta Sacrifice of blood and treasu : 


abso- 
toa Suppose the worst : that it should ane 
onist. s necessary to enter the list with a form! 2 _ ‘The 
publigg advantage will, at least, be eel es 
With ¢ mind, ‘set at ease by the procedure, Wp citizens 
have cS eee reluctance, when every class ‘ 
dispass} their views and wishes fairly repres 
 Obately canvassed. é she 
pret rene being settled, the ext, im exe ‘céision 
of which, be chosen : a point, to the ener of justice 


% 2a sacred regard to the unalterable rul 
ust be cherished. © Injustice is not allow 


the bitterest foe, ‘That divine precept, « whatsoever ye 


nted, and 


ple toward 


«ought 
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Would that men should do unto you, do ye even so unté 
them,”* can, in no case, be violated withaut a crime. 
The modern sophism, that “ the end justifies the means,” 
is alike. detestable in its nature and pernicious in its op- 
eration: It is totally opposite to the gospel of Christ, 
and. contains a degree of turpitude, abhorrent to the 
moral sense of virtuous pagans. mM 
When Themistocles had rebuilt Athens, “his wish 
“ was tomake it the first city in Greece, and to secure 
t¢to it that command, of which Sparta,” a rival repub- 
lick, ‘‘ had shown too great a jealousy. The building 
“ of the harbour of Pireus; the procuring of a decree, 
« which enabled him to add twenty ships to the fleet an- 


“nually, with extraordinary privileges to encourage” 


“¢ eveat numbers of labourers: and sailors ; were meas- 
“‘ res: which bespoke his prudence, as the sea was the 
‘‘ natural resource of Athens ; but he did not stop there, 
«Qne day, in a full assembly of the people, he el 
“ quested that some: person might be appointed to con. 
& fer with him, upoma scheme of the greatest conse- 
«quence, which was of such a nature as to require 
« gecrecy- Phe eyes of the whole assembly were in. 
¢ gtantly. directed to: Aristides, upon whose judgment 
« they could. depend.. Themistocles communicated to 
« pie 2 projectfor burning the fleet of the allies, as any, 
«infallible means of making Athens the umpire of al, 
«Greece» The report of Aristides was such as virtue 
. to dictate. He declared, that nothing could be 
advantageous than the design of Themistocles , 
Bi oy at the same time, nothing could be more iniqui. 
’ * Matt, yi. 12. 
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“tous, ‘The votes were unanimously on the side of 


justice. 

© “Whatever might be the opinion of Aristides,” con- 
tinues the historian, “the utility of the plan was much 
“to be doubted. The states of Greece, most justly 
“provoked, would not have hesitated to unite their 
“whole power against a perjured city; the publick hatred 
“mnust have followed, and all her glory have been forever 
“annihilated, And what advantage could have com- 


tak- 
‘ Densated for the ruinous effects of such an under 


fois) € 
“ing 2 If th er end of politicks be to proc 
ig n€ prop ad is not to be attain- 


“the happiness of nations, that ¢ ality : for 
“ed but by adhering to the rules of morality as Bee 
“every act of injustice leads to misfortune» ae 29: 
“Jy from its being accompanied with certain 1 poi 8 

~ Compare this reasoning; or rather the a cat 8 
upon which itis founded, with sentiments often ee: “ 
and practices sometimes adopted, “ in these Jas eee 
and you will find no special cause t© gloria? eee 
Rent wisdom or integrity of the present age. aon in 
have. occurred, within our personal penolige ‘ollable 
which the detention and seizure of all the erie ee 
vessels, and wealth, pertaining either to the ther cates 
9 subjects of an obnoxious realm, have preter? itions 
other hostile intimation. If I mistake nots Prope liste 
Were once made in our national legislature to = d on 
British spoliations, alleged to have been eh maa es a 
Our commerce, by sequestering all the debts due aaa 
dividuals, belonging to that empire. But to the ho’ a3 
of those who then gui ded our councils, these propo» 


* Millot, yo, ip. 157=8 Salem Edit. 1796. 5 
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tions were rejected. We had then a greater than Aris- 
tides ; we had a Washington in the Presidential Chair. 
« War, commenced and prosecuted on christian prin- 
ciples, is Not a mere “trial, which can do the other 
most harm.” Even enemies have rights, and those 
rights are always to be respected. — Nothing, whatever 
penefits it may seem to promise, is to be undertaken or 
achieved for their annoyance, but in subordination to the 
known will of God, and with the decided approbation 
of an unsophisticated conscience. ’ 

« But why,’ some of my audience may be disposed to 
inquire; ‘Why do you accost us in strains like these ? 
é Get you to the great men,” who guide the car of state, 
‘and speak unto them ;?# for in their hands is the des- 
‘tiny and conduct of the nation.’ aa 

This is true ina qualified sense ; but not to such a 
degree aS to superséde the necessity or the effects of 
your: agency. In a government constituted like ours, 
no purpose can be carried into permanent execution un. 
Jess ‘the people love to have it so.” Every citizen 
has his weight; and if he throw that weight into the 
scale of righteousness ; if by his example, his advice, 
and pis suffrage, he exclusively countenance men and 
measures propitious to the common weal, he may do 
much to lengthen the publick tranquillity. 

fven we, my brethren, who minister in holy things , 
gparserve Ev die altar, are not exempt from the duties of 
‘social and civil Ife, nor incapable of promoting the jn. 
serests of our native land. The jewish priesthood often 

gave counsel, in matters intimately connected with the 


_) s Jerem. ¥. 5. + Jerem. ¥- 31. 
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temporal prosperity and glory of the chosen tribes ; and 
were often instrumental of ‘ causing them to know the 

Way wherein they should walk.” Now and thenan 
Ahab, indeed, hated them, ‘‘ because they prophesied 
Aga good concerning him, but evil.”* This however 
did. not dismay them ; nor let it terrify ws. Possessing 
the same rights with others, and claiming neither emol- 
ument nor office from any administration ; destitute, 
therefore, of every inducement to swerve from the line of 
Political rectitude, or to wish for a system of favourit- 
ism, I scruple not to affirm, that with egual honesty and 
mformation, we are entitled to more confidence than the 
Senerality of those around us. They are beset with 
temptations to partiality and selfishness in their deci- 
Sons, which are, to us, unknown. Instead, then, of 
Splitting into oie sects, and distracting ourselves 
SF Ourflocks, swith the dogmas of controversial divinity ; 
Mstead of harb Raa) spicions and animosities towards 
sank other, which te could hardly vindicate in contend- 
MB armies, Jet us stand in our lot with firmness, and 
a ‘ct our united energies to the improvement and sal- 

440n of our beloved country: « For our brethren and 
£°Mpanions? sakes, let us say, Peace be within her- 

Cause of the vipa of, the Lord our God, let us seek 

<u 00d,» 

Inthe application of what has been said, we are called, 
an To lament the universal prevalence of those inor- 
‘eo Ate lusts, in which “ wars and fightings”” originate-} 
our y,,nnocence continued the inmate and ornament of 
» | 4 nothing could have interrupted or destroyed 


* 
1 . 
Kings, Xai og, + Ps. caxii. 8 9 $ See James iv. 1- 
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our peace + nothing could have ‘* separated between us 
and our God.”* But “ man, being in honour, abode 
not.” Man perfidiously apostatized from’ his Maker, 
and exposed himself and his posterity to incalculable 
wretchedness. 

_ By this deplorable catastrophe, our terrestrial abode 
wae transformed from a paradise of bliss to a field of 
contest; and ‘the whole creation groaneth and tra. 
yaileth in pain together, until now.” t The history of 
our species is: fraught with details of violence and dis. 
tress, of battles and “ garments rolled in blood.{” 

But we need not search the records of antiquity, in 
quest of scenes like these. They abound, at this mo. 
ment, in the world, and are visible to the most super- 
ficial observer, Europe, convulsed. in every member, 
and bleeding at every pore, exhibits a spectacle of agony. 
« The overflowing sconrge” has already -“ passed 
through” many of its, fairest regions, and they are 
« trodden down by it.”|) “Others, seduced by the arts 
on inyaded by the arms of a moder Attila,J are in 
jmminent danger of a similar destruction. 

« Q Lord: God, to whom vengeance belongeth ; 
Q God, t° whom vengeance belongeth ; shew thyself, 
+ Js. lis. 2. + Ps. slix. 12. 
Rom. viii. 22. § Is. ix. 5. J Is. xxviii. 18, 


phe ancient Attila’ was a warlike barbarian, who, at the head of the 
quns spread devastation and terrour through the world, about the middle 
wu ene! fifth century ; and who, on this’ account, was called “ The scourge o 
of \» His genius equalled his ambition. An artful politician and prudent 
eral, notwithstanding his ardent courage, he had formed the most bound. 
mn Jans of conquest ; had murdered his brother Bleda, that he might enjoy 
seas @ dominion; and subjected to his power an immense extent of 
undiv'", from the Baltic on one side, to the eastern ocean on the other. He 
counttY “jyed ambassadours from China, hemmed in the Roman empire, and 
‘ed to destroy it. Though destitute of every principle of religion, 


14 
Lift up thyself, thou Judge of the earth: Render a re- 
ward to the proud. Lord, how long shall the wicked, 
how long shall the wicked triumph ? How long shall 
they utter and speak hard things ? and all the workers 
of iniquity boast themselves ? They break in pieces thy 
people, O Lord, and afflict thine heritage. They slay 


thé widow and the stranger, and murder the fatherless.”’* 


Let us not, however, presume to impeach the con- 
duct and counsels of heaven. All these calamities are 
under the control of infinite wisdom and rectitude. 
“ Verily he is a God that judgeth in the earth :’+ and 
how majestick, how adorable does hé appear, in the di- 
rection of its multifarious and complicated movements 
All the diversified springs of human action, and every 
Source of human weal and wo #© obsequious to his 
sovereign mandate ; constantly inspected by his omnis. 
cient eye; and invariably guided by his resistless hand, 
to’ the accomplishment of holy and benevolent designs, 
“ Surely the wrath of man shall praise him, the remain- 
der of wrath he shall restrain-”’t Adventurous, assum-~ 
Ing despots are “the rod of his anger, and the staff in 
theirhand is his indignation.” These he “ sends against 
hypocritical nations to take the prey, and to tread them 
down like the mire of the streets ;? and when, by their 
mstrumentality, he has “ performed his whole work upon 
the people of his wrath,” he commissions others to 


hes ‘ nek ’ 

New how to turn the vulgar superstition to his own advantage: The 

monet his eitesbses inspired by the god of battles, and this opin- 
‘i “ened th ‘ feroci’ 

courted, th pai \countn eats e ce. His pretensions increased 1" PYO- 

hick pyere given him, and a 

ot. for him whatever he demanded- 

Millot’s Elem. Gen, Hist. vol. ii, p- 346—7+ Salem. ed. 1796, 


* Ps. xciv. 16. + Ps. lili. 11. PPS bee 10 
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& punish the fruit of their stout hearts; and the glory of 


their high looks.”* " 


Such, how humiliating the melancholy truth ! such 


is the discipline, which, in many cases, the depravity of 
our fallen nature requires. Hence, my countrymen, we 


are admonished, 

_ 2, Of our particular 
miseries of war. 

__ « Subject to like passions, 
with the rest of mankind, to “ emulation, wrath, and 
strife,”’£ by a just retribution of divine providence, 
« our own wickedness may correct us.’?) Infatuated 
by the thirst of dominion, the desire of revenge, or “ the 
love of money which is the root’ of all evil,”|| we may 
become aggressors, and madly engage in conflicts ruin- 
ous in their tendency and result: And have we made 
no advances toward. this fatal precipice of degeneracy, 
whence so many once splendid . monarchies, empires, 
and. republicks have fallen headlong  aetie iceusmpacmvint 
- Scarcely, had we attained to independence; adopted 
the federal constitution, and begun to realize the bless- 
«5 anticipated from these sources, when, as the uncx- 
ing eruption of a volcano, after long confinement and 
instantly darkens the air with its suffocat- 
reads the earth with its burning lava, 
distant observer with its ominous 


exposure to the crimes ang 


74+ and prone, in common 


pelches 5 ? 
lected depravity O° “S". 
2 der through the civilized world. -The tremen- 


disor : 
and t even to this western hemisphere, 


shock was fel 
. 5, 6 7, 12: ts t Acts xiv. 15. 
essee ns or? Jerem, ii. 19. {| 1 Tim. vi. 10: 


1 
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and. deplorable indeed were its effects. Taking arm 
imprudent and needless interest in the event, we contem 
plated deeds of horrour, till they ceased to excite our 
aversion, as when rarely witnessed ; and, till some 
among us were not ashamed to speak of them in terms 
of applause and gratulation! The doctrines of disor. 
ganization and impiety so incessantly sounded in .our 
ears, that their deformity was unperceived by many, anc 
a baleful reaction of the demoralizing influence of the 


__ late war was produced and heightened. By exaggerated 


Colourings of the bigotry, superstition, and tyranny of 
former times, on the one hand; and of the enlightene@ 
liberty and- equality of the present, on the other, a-por— 
tentous sanction was given to: licentious principles and! 
manners ; and multitudes were emboldened to promise 
themselves peace, whilst “(they walked in the imagina 
tion of their hearts. Yea, the publick at large, from, 
the obvious tendency of familiarity .with examples: of 
vice, were imperceptibly led to. regard them with dimin 
ished abhorrence; and, at length, either for want of 
inclination, or through a persuasion of its impractica., 
bility, seem to have abandoned all attempts to stem the 

Tent, and fix the stigma of disgrace on dissolute: 
characters. Such characters, therefore, appear With; 
boldness ; and as they are not uniformly frowned inte: 
Tetirement, buty in various instances caressed and prox. 
Noted, they redouble their exertions to propagate oping 
Tons and. customs, repugnant alike to personal virtue ang 


Social harmony. ‘The spread of infidelity, irreligion, 


and rancorous party zeal is the consequence. etos 


* Deut, xxix. 19.. 
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‘< Shall I not visit for these things ? saith the Lord 
and shall not my soul be avenged on suchia nation as 
this 2% These things naturally tend to evil, and that 
continually- Unless repentance and amendment arrest 
ir progress, they may betray us into alliances, or con: 
ei Hs or both; of the most dreadful description = 
pe mao impel us rashly to ‘help the ungodly, and . 
a them that hate the Lord.” 
This, though our greatest, is not our only danger, 
Could we challenge the most irreproachable character 
eople, such may be the rapacity and injustice of 
pone: nding nations, as to render war inevitable. Since 
ae motions which have so long agitated Europe, 
= ae been periods, when numbers pronounced it 
Sail and proper to commence hostilities against 
are + another of the leading belligerents- Recently 
one e we been alarmed by rumours, and. even by pro- 
hae « tending to this issue. But blessed. be God, 
coed ecametl the hearts of kings whithersoever he 
mh and ‘from whom cometh our help,§ the snare 
will; it gps and we are escaped, as a bird out of the hand 
ine, fowler The counsel of the froward is carried 
gn , the wise are taken in their own craftiness ;??}| 
head on right prospect of continued amity ; of a mutu. 
and eficial intercourse with the land of our fathers? 
ally sat ; and of returning prosperity to thousands of 
Ce citizens, Who have groaned under privations 
our on q parallel, suddenly rises to our view ; relieves 


out ding apprehensions ; and cheers our desponding 
ur 


«nds- 5 
mind: \ +2Ch ii. 19. 2. } Prov. xxi. 1. 
wyoremty Hpgteamlia aH jobe 3s 
g Ps 


is 


Whether war, on our part, would have been justifi- 
able at any of the periods to which I have now alluded, 
is not a question forme to decide: That it was not 
necessary, and would, therefore, have been impolitick, 
facts have proved. Hitherto a gracious providence has 
intelligibly addressed us, in the language of the inspired 
levite to Jehosaphat of old: <‘ Ye shall not need to 
fight in this battle ; set yourselves, stand ye, and see 
the salvation of the Lord.?* Jehosaphat accordingly 
placed himself in a posture of defence, and awaited the 
vent ; in which the nations, by whom his kingdom 
Was threatened, fell upon each other with such violence, 
that he had no other task to perform than to “ take away 
the Spoil,” 

Instructed by this record, and in the hope of a similar 
‘sult; is it not our wisdom as well as our duty to occu- 
Py neutral ground ? It is not to be dissembled that the 
Most impartial and equitable course, of which weare 
capable, may fail of correspondent returns. Our com- 
merce may still be obstructed. ‘The magnanimous pol. 
Icy of England may not be readily adopted. by France ; 
Where the evil first originated, and where, it seems, We 
ae last to look for reparation. We may again be in. 
e cet Tequired to act either as friends or enemies to 

the terrible nation ;? and notwithstanding all ouren- 

“AvOurS to the contrary, we may be compelled, by 
these, or by other causes, within, and even beyond the 
™Mits of our present apprehensions, to unsheath:the 
Sword and assert our violated rights» I, therefore, remark, 


* 2. Chron, xx. 17. f Ib. yer. 25. 


19 


3. The obligation, inferred on us, to be habitually 
prepared. for war. ‘ 

I do not mean to insinuate the propriety of a standing 
army in time of peace, for any purpose and least of all 
for the purpose of enforcing oppressive laws, at the point 
of the bayonet. What J intend is, that all governments 
ought, as far as in them lies, to provide resources to 
meet every exigence, and to repulse every invader. 

It has long been the opinion of our greatest men, that. 
armed vessels, constructed not for shoal water, but to 
live at sea, are indispensable to the protection and glory 
of our country. Mr, Jefferson, late President of the 
United States, once reasoned upon this subject, in the 
following Manner: “Wars must sometimes be our lot; 
“and all the Wise man can do, will be to avoid that half 
“of them which would be produced by our own follies 
pica our own acts of injustice; and to make for the 

other half the best preparations we can. Of what na- 
“ ture should these be? A Jand army would be useless 
“for offence, ang not the best nor safest instrument of 
“* defence, For either of these purposes, the sea is the 
“ field on which we should meet an European nation. 
* On that element it) is’ necessary We should possess 
*“ some power, 

In exact accordance with this reasoning, when “ in 
the full tide of successful experi ment,” we had an infant 
navy ; and Nothing contributed more t swell and dig. 
nify the flood, Why was it destroyed in the cradle 2... 
At a season equally perilous with any which has since 
arrived, it enabled us to maintain our rights on the 


* Notes on Virginia by Thomas Jefferson, P- 939, 240. Boston Ed. 1802 
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ocean; and to preserve the honour of our flag in every 
clime. 

Can it admit of a question whether the same cause 
might have produced the same effect, and saved us from 
the accumulated distresses of the late embargo 2? It 
Would have been far less expensive ; and who will ven- 
ture to affirm, that it could have been more degrading ? 

Beside a naval force for the security of trade, military 
arangements to defend the coast and territory are appa- 
Parently requisite ; and the politician, who is more soli- 
Citous to improve roads, than to fortify harbours, will 
ea meet the approbation, or advance the prosperity 

4 commercial people. It is desirable, nevertheless, 
‘hat these military arrangements should be of a nature, as 
tes Possible, to combine the citizen with the soldier. 

a Te We are constrained to recognise the wisdom and. 
the Patriotism of our pious ancestors. Tenacious af 


eir native Soil » committed themselves to the mercy of 
ethane and wayes, or rather to the guidance of esi 
Ylu eee © winds and waves obey 5* and’sought a nd 
ma newly discovered and unfrequented wilder- 


Ress, yoann ‘ 
tia} nine the earliest of their institutions was 4 mar- 


has. Ademy, + Which, pursuant to its original design, 


Cen : s their 
desceng Productive of numerous benefits to 


Sone Ff ants. From. this academy, haye successively 
Same orth men, expert in tacticks, and disseminated the 
oy science among their brethren, in different 


ef 
qu ters, se 
of their own, and the adjoining states. Hence, 


* See Mat 


tThe a t Viti. 27. Mark iy. 41. and Luke viii, 95, 
A.D, 1638. aa and Honourable Artillery Company was ye porated 
omy two years after the founding of Harvard Colleges 


liberty, in quest of which they had bid adieu to © 
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the decided superiority of our militia, in discipline and 
evolution, to that of any part of the Union, or even of 
the world. Many of our ablest revolutionary officers 
have graced the rolls and ranks of this select fraternity. 
How important, then, is the station, and how Tespon- 
sible the trust, assigned to you, gentlemen, who com- 
pose the chosen band, so justly styled «“ The Ancient 
and Honourable Artillery Company !” ; ; 
Permit me, in conclusion, while I congratulate y i 
on the anniversary occasion of your assembling; a 
cordially wish you ‘a blessing out of the house of - 
Lord,””* to recommend a conduct becoming those, Ci 4 
a ask of him the ordinances of justice, and. take de 1g: 
i. approaching to God,” : #4 
Few corporate bodies are under better fags el 
extensive usefulness, ‘The rank you hold, is 4! 


: A uch 
panied with Power and opportunity to iam 
. i 7 4 
to the real dignity and welfare of society and. i giitsastis 
wes of Certain erroneous sentiments” wae Ought 
which preyaj] ; (he 
yo Prevail in < this untoward ge "ict you “ a 
younot, therefore, at the same tm 


thy 
: i and honesty, § 
quiet and Peaceable lives in all godliness aa sriduioeror 


to frown upon every. practice whic! sii and. military 
Confirm a persuasion, that the obrist t, especially, 
character are incom atible 9 Ought ¥' ¥ eae crime 
to bear your joint baer against he pee in our 
Of dueling? A crime, more frequen Pparous region 
country, than in any inkee civilized ° elsewhere, to 
of the globe! acrime, not con”” as 

* Ps. exviii. 26. 4 Is. Iwill. 2 

ll Acts ii, 40, 9 Tim. ji. 2+ 
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camps; but perpetrated by statesmen, merchants, 
planters, and even slaves !¢ 
_ The awful idea of blending, in one rash act, the dar- 
ing guilt of suicide and murder ; of rushing himself, 
or of precipitating another into anwendless eternity, 
unprepared, might be sufficient, it should seem, to stay 
the most vengeful hand from blood! But, unfortunately, 
it is not the morality of the deed, nor its future recom- 
Pence, but the estimation of sinful dust and ashes, by 
Which combatants of this sort are governed. They re- 
coil from the imputation of a spiritless pusillanimity !-.- 
Is it then demonstrative ofa noble mind, in defiance of that 
dread Being “who is able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell,” to engage in a contest, which the laws of sthe 
realm haye denounced as a capital offence; and which, 
Without the most cautious artifice to evade those laws, 
Must subject the survivor to the pangs of an eee 
Tous death? To put every thing dear to humanity at 
hazard, for the sake of escaping the breath of popular 
"eproach....Is it bold and valorous, like a rational crea- 
ture ? or ig it cowardly and timid, like “ the besa 
tke mule, which having no understanding,” leaps te 
tocky Precipice at the rustling of fallen, corrupted leaves» 


ill fai lect, 
¥ Few, w fate use these pages, will fail to recollect, 
tht, ‘Qe who are at the pains to pert duels, recorded in our publick pa 


who 
5 f ne 
Proved ie least, has appeared, © ibility and courage necesary tO delib 


State sin : : 
' gle combat. True, in <Qreed upon inyarranging the 4 air 


i S 
Fanon, But ees Prev roteg the means, it can hardly be made 2 IU© 
cv SSCS 


seat hone 
as any Of their betters, OD tike hs 


A 1005 
Surable sega int a fashionably age may: in the main point theY Ythe 
r ie z ther with as mnch obstinacys 
waceessfil atey, ppstales ant as completely dead, as the £¢7 
elise of the age could possibly have done- 
* Matt, x. 98, 


eles 


+ Ps. xxxii. 9. 
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whirled in the wind? Is it patriotick, is it generous, 
is it even manly, for a personal insult or abuse, to dea 
mand the sacrifice of a life due to the pap EClay ao 
necessary to the subsistence and meine hea 
family ; and to insist on piercing the eae’ evel 
the heart of a doting parent, an affectionate wife, or a 
defenceless offspring ? 


+ ir secret; unto 
““O my soul, come not thou into their secret 5 
be not thou united! for 


their self will they 
and social peace. 
and their 


their assembly, mine honour, 
in their anger they slay men, and in 
dig down” the barriers of domestick 
“Cursed be their anger, for it 15 fierce 5 
wrath, for it is cruel,??* 

Ts it not devoutly to be wished, i iss 
community would combine their efforts to aiscou e 
nance and punish this nefarious usage ? Mey it not be 
expected that our civil fathers, among their other delib-. 
craton for the general good, will turn their aie at- 
tention to the subject 2. God, in mercy> per 3 eye to 
the discovery and application of a prompt and efficacious 
remedy. 


that all classes of the 


to this 


j 3 jorit 
Some instances of a magnanimous superiority ier 


impious and absurd practice have appeared in ee 
The venerable Pinckney,+ famed alike as E ven 
general, an able ambassadour, and an enlightene eae 
man, a few years since,{ proposed @ resolution to the 
Cincinnati, the Object of which was to encourage and. 
bind the members of that association, 09 no pretence 

: Tt can hardly rm that the Honourable 


ar der ke 
Charles Cotesworth Pity to’ inform the rea Bandidate for eHelr rests 


pees deral 
dential chair is intended no esq. the late fe ar raly, 
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whatever, to give or accept achallenge. In perfect 
coincidence with the virtuous principle, thus publickly 
avowed by this great man, a distinguished national legis- 
lator, from Massachusetts, has lately honoured himself 
and his constituents, by withstanding every provocation 
to single combat. 

Give your sanction, Gentlemen, to this laudable ex- 
ample, and save your own, and the bosom companions 
of your brethren, both in arms and arts, from the dread 


and danger of untimely widowhood. 


Your history, so 
far 


at least as it is known to me, is yet free from the stain 
of fraternal slaughter. Continue, I beseech you, to pre- 
Serve this distinction ; and cultivate every other virtue, 
which adorned your founders. Seek your individual 
glory, in the blessings, procured by your prowess for 
© nation ; and voluntarily hold your swords on the 
=a Prescribed by Washington, in the bequest of his :} 
otto unsheath them for the purpose of shedding 
. lood, €Xcept in your own defence, or in defence of 
your country’s rights ; and in the latter case to keep 
i them unsheathed, and prefer falling with them in your 
ds, to the relinquishment thereof”? 

ever “set up your banners, but, in the name of the 
Lord: Through him alone you can do valiantly ; for 
he it is that shall tread down your enemies,»* Attend 
MS call therefore ; and, at his call “Be Courageous, and 
Play theleneeutar your people, and for the cities of 
Your God = and the Lord do what seemeth him good.”+ 
t Ses Washington’s last will, 


8. Xx. 5. and Ix. 12- $2. Sam, x. 19, 


A list of those, 


collected, principally, fro 
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who have preached on this anniversary, 


m the records of the Compa- 


ey anid added by ate of the Historical Society. 


Text. 
<ohat place- 
By whom. Of 4 
1638 
9 
1640 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
z 
s 
9 
1650 
az 
2 
3 
4& 
5 
6 
re 
S 
9 Rey. 
1660 “Y-Tohn Norton Boston: 
Whit” ynn. 
3 Seman Win sen. EH, 
3 "] Higginson, {Salem.} 
4 
5 
6 
7 san “Nd Brown 
8 Johy Nel Danforth Roxbury. 
9 Sam Wilson, 2 Boston. 
1670 Joh, Uel Torrey, Weymouth. 
1 Thos eaenbridge, Boston. 
‘ . h: Do. 
5 Sano ee Cambridge. Romans viii, 97. 
4 Josh, rn Cotton, Hampton. ] 
5 Samat, Moodey, fPortsenouthe] 
6 Sahuel Phillips, 
7 3 nel Willard, Boston. Proverbs iy. 23. 
8 poe Flynt, Dorchester. 
g ~ mUel Nowell, : Gen. iv,14, 
Hy e - 
1680 William iAdamnes {Dedham.} 
3 ohn Richardson, Luke iii. 14. 


Samuel 
i WwW 


hiting. 
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By whom. 
3 John Hales, of what place fr 
@ Fie Cheever, Marbl . Text 
0: re ar’ 
eval petasal [Boston Hebrews ii. 10. Pe ieiavyiliee Of what place. 
16 in intermission of five years, Bf tet Sih Se. 4 Joseph Parsons,” Boston. Galatians 
91° Cotton Mather, » under Sir Edmond Andross, Gover 5 Thomas Penne Bradford. 2 Samuel 
t 2 John Bailey, Boston. ; SAO OCLee Hr: 6 Nathaniel ie Charlestown. ‘Isaiah bsit 
3° John Danforth, Watertown, Fo an a ater a aller) 2 Timothy 
j 4 Moses Fiske, Dorchester, 5 8 Samuel Dunb: Sy Reading: 
) ichael Wiggl in, ndrew Eli oston. jicah iv. 34. 2 99, Ok, 
j 7 Nehemiah Lge Nas Malden. 3 Samuel nts D: D. Do. 2 Chron. vi. 7, 8 
8 Joseph Belcher, 4 Roxbury. 2 Ebenezer Buae, Do. 2 Kings v.1.° 
9 Samuel Willard, Dedham, 4 3 Samuel Cooke?” Chelmsford. Acts x. 1, 2. 
1700 Benjamin Wad: 2 Boston. 1 Cor. ix, 26, 27. 4 Samuel Davee Cambridge- 1 Samuel x 
* ii dbibenezer La Do. 1 Kings ix. 22. 5 Thaddeus es) Sherburne: Romans 8 
2 Benjamin Renew a GUS) Isaiah tii. 2- GPE BeNeSepe ee Worcester Psalm lx : 
3 Grindall Reson Do. iA Samuel Chee Boston: Hebrews 3 34. 
4 Henry Gibbs on, Mendon 5 Thomas Wace ley, jun. Do. Isaiah xiii. 4, 5. 
5 Thomas Bridge Watertown. 5 % i760 J mos Adi Cne Smee: rainy ay 
6 Rowland Golse, Boston. ean Shenme Roxbury: st atthey 
7 Cotton Mather, [Sandwich.} 3 Jssen Haven an, Woburn. Psalm © 
Quesamiialsmanforth: Boston. 3 Thon Toee Dedham, Proverbs 3 
9 Ebenezer Pembert Taunton, A Sees Balch. Sherburne. yal 
‘ 4710 Increase Mather, ons ge ostons 5 Ghat Woods . Deda ARAN Set 
1 Nehemiah Walter, os S ‘ad Hitchcock, ERE, Wis 
2 Peter Thacher, Roxbury. > pln Brown,” Pembroke: 
3 Samson Stoddard Weymouth. 8 Shut Hingham. reel 
4 Joseph Sewall en Chelmsford. es) Do. Hcg es. ix. 18. 
5 Joseph Stevens, . Boston, ) Lexington: 2 Chron. xvii. 16. 
6 Joseph B pate Charlestown. Hh 1 Chelsea- Psalm exliy, 1. 
7 ‘Thomas Blowe Medfield. 2 Boston. 2 Timothy ii. 3. 
8 John Barnard, eee Beverly. 3 Brookfield. Exodus x 
ae, John Webb, — Marblehead. a Milton. Psalm 
4 Thomas Symmes, Boston. Eccles Boston. Gal. v. 1. 
5 aries Princes Balla 1 Chron. 33 1787 Jon, er OM on Do. Romans xii. 48 
i : c : y 
8 Thomas Foxead ae : or 4 Davige tke preached from 1775 to 1786, inclusively. 
4 pesnezen Thayer, ee 4,9. 1790 Toomas $8004 Boston. Isaiah iy, 5 
i v4 " a Q > ” 
G Jom Swit ne? Seay 2. 1 Santthan Had, a  Tsaial 
7 William Wald Fra 4 2 Samuel xxii, 99. { 2 Jos Yel Pane’ Ne “ton ven mae 
8. BbenézerlGay ron, Bomingham. ‘Acts® 7 f 3 Pewee Benne? AG u hron, 3 
9 William Wi Ys Hi ip 2 Samuel x- 12. 4°65 “l Tha, CY, 7 
Ue 1 Ht Tie ae Zechariah i. > J ARS Woe r,D.D. re ae x ae 
ames Alli Dextwe Isaiah lv. 4 6 Wi Kine ‘s ae per kViil. 7, 
3 Oliver Peabody, BYGAR Proverbs ssi. 51. 2 {William Rectang, De 2 Timothy ii 
# Ss Appleton, ete: Ephes. vi- 12, 13. & Nathon Ware, °° chilean peeees Le 10. 
harles Ch Cc . . 2 Samuel i- 18. 4 Vili tel Th, peri” tbs Xxx. 5, 
5 Hull a ee Banbtidge. aatesuvi i 1800 wean Ee bayer Hingham. eon xii. 5 
6 Bees CE Charesto Judges: xviii. 27 28, 1 Jorn Xellor, ‘son, ey roverbs 
‘m, Williams Satlestown, — Exodus'x¥- 0 2 ‘Ans: Popkt ards 
8 Benjamin Colman, Weston age: 1 Cor. a bes 3 nek ‘ABePkin, Framing 
z 9 Samuel Mather, ‘Oston, Eccles. ix: 18. 4 Jo idiah Me Bos ton Nee 
1740 Mather Byles, Do. Isaiah xi. 10 Joseph Tuesc BD Ephatves 
x Samuel! Phillips, aR Do. 1 Samuel xvii. ee 6 Tarnideus Ckerman oitea f RES oa oe 
2 John Taylor, Mie Tages ery i if Thom, Kenda, Che Hester amen S20, li 
mn, peace) Leo aldaes Plymouth, ron. Xxxii. £ 
Proverbs =¥4 9° yanmar win, Boston: Mark xii 7. 2 ® 
Oster. . ‘ewbury: Hebrews ii. 10. 
Brighto? Proverbs xxiy. 6 
\) 


OFFICERS, 1808—1809. 


Captain Mrrzar Hoxmrs, Captain. 
Mr. Benjamin Coates, Lieutenant. 
Mr. Dexter Dana, Ensign. 
General Joun Winstow, Treasurer. 
Captain Tuomas Crarx, Clerk. 


OFFICERS, 1809-1810. 


Major Pevzr Oscoon, Captain. 

Mr, Strmmian Garpner, Lieutenant. 
Mr. Isaac P. Simpson, Ensign. 
General Joun Winstow, Treasurer. 


Captain Tuomas Cuark, Clerk. 


